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On August 3, 2015 the Environmental Protection 
Agency finalized the Clean Power Plan, to reduce CO2 
emissions from existing coal power plants by 30% 
below 2005 levels by 2030 
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If average global surface temperatures increase by 2°C or more, relative 
to the pre-industrial period, the resultant ocean warming, along with 
acidification, will lead to continued widespread destruction of coral reef 
ecosystems over the next few decades.  

The emission reduction pledges submitted to date by the 
international community fall well short of what is 
required needed to avoid this biodiversity catastrophe.  
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2014 Severe Bleaching 
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Severe Bleaching Jan-June 2015 
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2015 Indian Ocean Bleaching 
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2015 Hawaii Bleaching 
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2015 Caribbean Bleaching 
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2015 Bleaching in: 
Florida 

Cuba 
Bahamas 

Turks & Caicos 
Cayman Islands 

Dominican Republic 
Haiti 
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Which Reefs are at Risk for Bleaching Now? 
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June 2014-December 2015 Thermal Stress 

Global Reefs: 
• 30% exposed to Alert Level 1 or 2 
• 99% stressed 
 
US Reefs: 
• 70% exposed to Alert Level 1 or 2 
• 100% stressed 



http://coralreefwatch.noaa.gov 

  Which Reefs are at Risk of Bleaching Soon? 
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Bleaching Expected to Continue through 2016 
Likely to Return to Caribbean 


